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Source: Catholic Exchange Catholic Scripture Study on the Gospel of John, lesson 3, p.5.
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“It is significant that Saint Paul does not call the Mother of Christ by her own name "Mary",
but calls her "woman™: this coincides with the words of the Proto-evangelium in the Book of
Genesis (cf. 3:15). She is that "woman" who is present in the central salvific event which
marks the "fullness of time": this event is realized in her and through her.”

(JPII, Dignity and Vocation of Women, #3)

“When Jesus calls Mary “Woman’ from the cross — as he had already done at Cana — the

word he uses goes to the very center of the old promise: the ‘seed of the woman...will crush
the head of the serpent’(Gn 3:15)” (JPII, the Mother of the Redeemer, #24).

“Mary is the woman who from the book of Genesis until the book of Revelation accompanies
the revelation of God’s salvific plan for humanity, taking part in that monumental struggle
against the power of darkness.” (JPII, the Mother of the Redeemer, #47)

“[The gospel of] John mentions Mary, not by name, or even as Mother, but under the title
‘woman’. The text itself thus sets up the connection with Genesis 3 and Revelation 12, with
the sign of the ‘woman’, and there is no doubt that John uses this name with the unspoken
intention of raising Mary as ‘the woman’ in general to the level of a universal sign”
(Ratzinger and von Balthasar, Mary — The Church at the Source, p.58.)




5) “And thus also it was that the knot of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience of
Mary. For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set
free through faith” (St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies 111, XXII, 4).

EVE NEW EVE (MARY)
1) Mother of all living 1) Mother of all children of God (Jn 19:26-27)
2) A virgin 2) Perpetual virginity
3) Adam called her “woman” at first sight 3) New Adam called her “woman” at first
sight (Jn 2:3).

4) Visited by an angel — Satan 4) Visited by an angel — Gabriel

5) Disobedience 5) Obedience “Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it unto me according to Thy
word.”

6) Tied the knot: original sin 6) Untied Eve’s knot - brought salvation

6) “Mary has gone before; she is the model of the church. She is the virgin pledged to her

Spouse, who became herself a mother. Mary accomplished all this is a process that can be
compared to a journey, the pilgrimage of faith, that is the story of all human beings. Mary
continues to ‘go before’ the people of God. Mary accomplished her journey; she is glorified
at the side of her Son in heaven, but she does not cease to be the ‘Star of the Sea’ for all those
who are still on their journey of faith” (JPII, the Mother of the Redeemer, #5-6).
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